[Psychotropic and cognitive effects of topiramate in the treatment of epileptic patients].
To study a character of topiramate (TPM) effect on psychopathological and neurocognitive processes in patients with temporal partial epilepsy, 83 patients (33 men and 50 women, mean age 29.1 +/- 10.6 years) were examined. Fifty-three patients were diagnosed with temporal cryptogenic epilepsy and 20 with temporal symptomatic epilepsy. Thirty-three patients received TPM (124 +/- 35.6 mg daily), 26--carbamazepine (819 +/- 274.2 mg daily), 15--phenobarbital (154.6 +/- 95.1 mg daily) and 11 patients received no therapy. The statistically significant difference between the groups treated with TPM and phenobarbital were found only for cognitive traits (total MMT scores, total scores on the executive functions scale, latencies of positive and negative answers in WCST, verbal fluency). TPM was more effective than phenobarbital for all traits, with the exception of verbal fluency. The comparison of patients by some parameters before and during the treatment with TPM revealed the favorable effect of the drug in the reduction of obsessive symptoms, aggressiveness and social isolation on the SCL-90 as well as higher scores on the executive functions scale and the lower latency of positive answer in WCST. The monotherapy with TPM leads to the improvement of executive functions, reduction of aggressive and obsessive symptoms that may be explained by the improvement of prefrontal brain function in epilepsy.